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The Literature of
Tanizaki Junichiro
Junichiro Tanizaki born in 1886 Tokyo

is highly appreciated as a world famous
literary man

His early novels were influenced by Poe,

Baudelaire,and Oscar Wilde.

He pursued a unjversal literary theme,

“What is man?

He established a new style of writing in
Japanese moclern literature.

His goal was not Lo describe the human
psyche, which was the usual Japanese
literary form, but to describe man's
physical and emotional nature

He searched for the essence of human
existence,and did not join the naturalist’s
movemernt which was very popular ai ihat
time in Japan.

He published,"The Tattooer™(1910).
“The Boy™(1911).and The Devil'(1912),
works referred to as “Estheticism’or
“Satanism’.

After the earthquake of 1923 he moved
from Tokyo to Kansai area.

Here in Ashiya.he lived with Mrs.Nezu.

the wife of a wealthy merchant in Osaka.

Mrs.Nezu was the embodiment of
Kyoto-Osaka iraditional culture,and was an
inspiration 1o Tanizaki.

They eventually married.

Between 1928 and 1935 he published
“Quicksand™"A Blind Man's Tale™."The
Reed Cutter”, and"A Portrait of Shunkin™

These are Tanizaki's most important
works, and they ali relate to Kansai and
Japan’s past and traditions.

He wrote through the war years. and
published “The Makioka Sisters™(1943-8),
one of the greatest Japanese novels of the
twentieth century

This novel reflected the sensitivity and
compassion of a time and place that no
longer existed in Japan.

After the war he published “The Key®
(1956) . and "Diary of a Mad Old Man
(1962) which jean-Paul Sartre held in
high regards.

In 1964 he was elected as an Honorary
Member of the American Academy and the
National Institute of Arts and Letters

He died in 1965
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